Can a Million Moms Stop Senseless Violence?
A Personal Invitation to Mothers Day March

Imost everyone today has a story

ahoul how senseless gun violence
Jas touched them. Tetme share a
California woman's story and then my
own. Then Twant ta ell vou about the
Million Mom March,

Here's the story of whart happened o
the California woman on Augusy 10,
1999 “I'd just goten mv hair cut, Dwas
driving. . .and had to pull aver three times
for [ire tucks. And Theught, That mus
e one helluva fire." And T zot home and
the phone was ringing. and nmwy ex-
brother-in-law was saying, 1id vou hear
about the shooting? And |said, Where?

Thus begins the Gail Powers” story, a
mother's story, an everyday citizen’s story
My ex-brother-n-law said, The Jewish
Community Center, and Tyt that where
vou have Nathan? ['ve never experienced
that kind of terror and poweriessness in
my life. The adrenaline was the only
thing that kept me standing, All 1 could
think was, 'Oh please, oh Caod, oh Cad,
don't ler anvbody be dead ™ The rest
comes 1 flashes, Dirving. Parking
Running. The sounds of the crowd and
the heticopters, | lysterical parents on cell
phones. The sudden realization that her
daughter sull needed w ke picked up
Jront camp, and who was going o do i
The kind stranger who said, “Would vou
like to come into my house and use the
phone?” And then, like a miracle, the
image on the strangers TV of thatl now-
unforgettable daisy chain of childven being
led 1o <afety, and in the second batch,
Nathan's siunned littde face and curly hair.

The rampage of white supromacist
Burlord Fumrow resulted in the wounding ol
{ive people at the Tewish Community
Center and the shooting death of a nearby
postal worker afterward And those ane
only the physical casualtics. The emotional
scars on the childhen and their parents,
teachers and ather family members will be

{elt lormany vears to cone.

Now, here's my story, Late in the
evening ol September 15, 1999 | was
walching the 17 o'clock nows when | saw
that a gunman had walked into the
middle of a youth rally in a Texas church
and killed a group ol people, most of
them teenagers. Vshook my head and
remarkesd o my drowsy partier that
senseless violenoe had reached a new
lenw . kidling voung people i charch,

The next merning my mother called,
1 was out but she lelt me a message:
“That was lay's chureh” My neplicw,
Jav Fannin, was the youth minister
charge of the service at Wedgewood
Baptist Church. Apparently, a Chrsuan
rock band had just begun to play when
lav realized that he had forgoiten o
project the Tvrics onto a |m§4L‘ soreen at
the front of the sanctuary. 1 le chimbed
mto the enipty balcony. AMomenis later,
an embittered loner, Tarry Ashbrook
entered with guns and pipe bombs Tay
ran to call 911,

fav's wiie, Nikki and daughier were
in the service, Nikkiwas the st to
encounter the guman at the door
where she was assisting with check i,
She was shot at but instead of fleeing,
and despite secing several co workers
shotand kitled, <he tollowed Ashbrook
into the sanciiary and called to all the
teenagers to stay calm and duck uneles
the pews. Alwr killing seven people and
wounding seven other, Ashbrook killed
himselt. 1 le had more than 100 rounds
of ammunition still in s pockets

Over and over, | listencd as the
networks played Jay's 911 call. |
watched him on "Larry King [ive”
talking about the many more lives that
could have been taken, the struggle
cope with the awful sights and sounds,
and the responaability he deit lor
having organized the rallv i the Tiyst

place. | istened 1o Nikki's trembling
voice us she led the opening praver in
the National Praver Service [or the
victims the following Sunday.

Cail Powers decided 1o do something
with her anger over the August
shoating of day care children. She had
zone to parents” meetings at the HOC,
but evervone was as shell shocked as
she was, v was like, We've goto do
something, but what can we do?”

Then her fricnd Karyn went to
Washingron, 13.C.

adlier for a march by another men

cand came back with
whao'd alse seen that daisy cham of day
care children on TV,

Tell Congress to GITT SFRIOUS aban
Common Sense Guin [ egislation,” 10 said,
“Mother's Day 20000 The Milhon Mom
March." She sigaed onte the Web site
Dwwaw. millionmommarch.com), and within
days was posting {lier and rattling off te
toll-lree number—=8887/ U80-MOMS,
Thus did Cail Powers move frem mom
1o advocate,

Istumbled onto the MMM website
while lockimg [or materials for the Winter
issite of the AW State News in Octaber,
['was getting data an work-lile balance
trom Working Mother Magazine's welwjte
when fsaw a link to MMM websie, Jav's
vagedy stll fresh as read the postings of
women who were trustrated with the
apparcot control of the gun Tohby in
Washingion despite the needlew killings
occurring all over the country

I signed up immediately Ty taking
my dJaughters with me because thads
how [ want 1o spend Mothers Dav
2000 After allicis my day, isn'Cie?

U would ke to mvite anyone who s
touched by these stores o come with
me. Not st moms, but "honorare moms”
and anvone who wants to march with
then., Several Florida feaders are going,
and il we plan ahead, we can stav in the
<samg hotels and march iogether. Call me,
the Million Mom phone numiber or check
out their Web sie to lind the local
coordinator for travel plans

I frequently have asked vou to call o
wiile me about issues T have writen
about i the FAWL Jounwal. Rarely do
getmuch of aresponse. This time |
want you w know Hreally mean it I you
care about common SUTISC Zun L(mll()|,
come to Wadhinglon with me YWrite
me al Susanlox@@mactar com or call
81372739212



