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FAWL MIEMBERS AT RUNNYMEADE
FOR THE DEDICATION OF THE
ABA MAGNA CARTA I\/IEI\/IORIAL

J"f.nh Murttie Belle apis

by WENDY S. LOQUASTO
Assistant FAWL Historian

id vou miss the American Bar

Assaciation, National Association
of Women Lawyers, and National
Conlerence of Women's Bar Association’s
Annual Meetings held m Washington,
D.C.,

checked the Internet and determined that

n August? Me wo. [ recently

I missed a lot by notauending. Tor
istance, United States Supreme Couwrt
Associate Justice Ruth Bader Ginsbarg
receved the Arabella Babb Mansiicld
Award at NAYW S 2002 Installation and
Awards Luncheon on August 10, The
ABA Commission on Women in the
Pyotession presented its 12th Annual
Margaret Brent Women of Achievement
Awards on August 11 (T always
remember attending the 1996 Margaret
lirent Luncheon when Justice Rosemary
Barkett recerved the award upon FAWT S
nonipation’ Congresswoman Patricia
Schroeder and soon-to-be Secretary of
Stawe Madceline Albright were alsa 1990
award recipicnts ) Dawn Siler-Nixon, ot

the H|||~hnr0ugh Association tor Women
Pawvers who is TAWT s NCWBA
representative, was sworn in on August 9
as the NCWBA President tor 2002.07%
Plss, the ABA Titigation Section spon-
sored a “Summit on Keeping Herin Fler
Place: New Challenges o the Integration
ot Women in the Profession”

Lo
Ama Krivitsky

“Tan't this column sapposed to be about
FAWLS history, and, 11 so, what's all that
col o do with FPAYIS history?” vou ask.
Cood question. | ere's the answer.

Back mn July 1957 when there were less
than 200 active women members of The
Ilorvida Bar, ol which only a handiul were
AW members, Tive FAWL members
traveled o London for the NAWT and
ABA Annual Meetings. Those hive
adventrons women were Judge Mattie
Belle Davis, who was then President of
AW Mast President Rebecea Bowles
Marks (1954-551 Past President Anna
Brenner Meyers (1951-52); Gladys
Irene White: and Anna Krivitsky.

Trv 1o envision 1957 and what a thrifl it
must have been tor these waonien
o travel abroad! They met
British women lawyers and the
only woman "Recorder” which is
The FAWL
members attended a dinner
wiven by NAWL in the House of
Commons dining room o honor

anhicial post.

their British collcagues, and the Right
Honorable Clement Davies, a Member
ot Parliament, conducted them on a tour
that included the House of Lords. The five
world-travelers were honored at a tea
wiven by the American Women's Club in
London. Other memorv-making events
inciuded a stiermyr address by Prime
Minister Harold MacMillan, who was
introduced by the Ulnited States Ambassa
dor John Hay Whitaey; a reception
given by TR MATESTY, QUEEN

A 3 4
Arina l"m Huer ivieyers

L1IZABLTI L at Buckingham Palace; and o
closing dinner at which Winston
Churchill spoke They attended dinners
aiven by the tour Inns of Court and a tria
in Queen’s Bench, with Mr. Justice
McNair wearing a white wig and red robe
and the Barristers wearing white wigs and
black robes. They toured the Royal Courts
of Justice, commonly reterred o as “The
[Law Courts " and joined ABA President
Sinythe Gambrell in Runnymeade, 20
miles outside of London, tor dedication
ceremonics of the ABAS Memorial 1o
commemorate the signing of the Magna
Carta.

The American Bar Association Memo-
rial: In the late 19505, Egham Wiban
District Council
gave the American
Bar Association a
one-acre prece ol
land next to the
National Trust land
at Runpvinede The
ABA builc the
memorial shown here an this land as a
tribute w the signimgr of the Magna
Carta, which was seen as the origin ot the
principle ol ‘Treedom under Law!

But wall, there was more to do. Anna
frenner Moeyers, Anna Krivitsky, and
Matue Belle Davis participated in the
ABA post-convention activities in
[3abling, lreland. The Honorable Society
oi Lour Courts, the General Councail ot
the Bar ol lreland, and the Incorporated
Law Socicty of Ireland entertained the
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ABRA delegates at a reception in the lour
Courts Building on Augast 1 United
States Ambassador and Mrs. Scout

Ml cod entertained the ABA members,
including the FAWL members, during the
afternoon ol August 2, and they were
guests of [rish Prime Minister Eamon De
Valera at a State Reception in Dublin
Castle that evening.

But wait, there was still immore! Gladys
Irene White and Mattie Belle Davis
traveled to laly Tor the ABA post-
convention activities in Rame. They
attended a reception given by the
diciary and lawyers at the Palace of
Justice on August 3, and had an audience
with Pope Pias XII on Sunday morning,
August 1.

In the words of Mawue Belle Mavis,
"All the NANWT and ABA acuvitics n
London, Dublin and Rome . were
wonderfully enriching experiences.”
Perconal enrichiment aside, however, the
fact that five women from Florida
rraveled abroad in 1957 1o attend the
ABA and NAWI. Annual Meetings
speaks volumes reparding their commit-
ment to the legal profession and to
FAW s goal of improving the status of
women lawyers. They were a visible <ign
1o their American and European col
leagues that women were entering the
legal prolession and that they wanted 1
be included in mainstream bar activities
and attain positions of power. They
were bold and courageous women,
willing to assert themselves in public
and to put their money where their
mouths were. And they had fun in the
Process!

While the 1957 ABA and NAWI.
Annual Mectings might have been a hit
more exciting than those held this pas
August in Washington, [D.C the
opportunities to travel o exciting
ocales and mect women and men of
achievement continue 1 exist. The 2003
ABA, NAWL and NCWEBA Annual
Meetings will be held during the week
ol August 7-13, 2603, in San Francisco
Consider following in the footsteps ol
1'AN s founding members and continu-
ing FAW LS strong tradition of being
involved in the legal profession at the
national level ®

NOTE:

The author wishes to acknowledge and thank
Judge Mattie Belle Davis, FAWL Historian, for
supplying information on the 1957 ABA and
NAWL Annual Meetings
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