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A1 cnormous prece ol FAWT S Tustory
v sone L am speaking of Judge
Mattie Belle Davis 1AW Historan
tor Tite, who passed away on July 3,
2003 She was the epitome of TAWT —is
consummate representative. She rose
trom legal secrctary to seli-cducated
lawyer in 1936, when she was the only
woman lrom Miami 1o he adniued 1o
The Florida Bar. She practiced law with
her husband for twelve vears and then
continued that practice atier his death as
asole practitioner until 1959, when she
was appointed to the NMevopolitan Court
of [Tade County As a result of the
constitutional amendment in 1973, Judge
Davis became a County Court Judge and
was consistently reelected to that
postaon until she retired on Decems-

ber 31,1980, doe to the age limitation in
the Hlorida Constitution. She continued
to ~orve as a Retired Judge, however, on
both the County and Circuit Bench antil
June 1996, when she concluded her 60-
vear legal career.

Along the way, ludge Davis had a
tremendous impact. She became an
cxpert on trathic safety issues, having
been appointed by President Lyndon
lohnson and Governors Askew and
Craham te the National Highway Satery
Advisory Committee (1967-701 anil
Ciovernor's Highway Satety Commisston
ol Florida (1971817, While serving on
the National Safety Council {1965-807,
she helped develap the Council's diver-
improvement program, which has been
taken by millions ot drivers o dank s

(1910-2003)

safe 1o say that we all know at least one
person whao has gone o “traflic schoal )

[ Ter involvement m commuonity
programs and charitics was extensive, and
she has been recognized tme and again
lor her community service. Inlact, the
Dade County Board of County Commis-
sioners proclaimed March 3, 1987 “Judge
Mattie Belle Dravis Dav” and the Com
mumnity Coalivon lor Womens
[ Tistory named her a "Waoman of
Impact ot South Florida” in 1994
As part ol Mianu's centennial
celebration it 19960 tudge Davis
was designated a "Pioncer Judge!
and upon the nomination of the
Miami-Dade County Commission
on the States of Women, she was
inducted mro the Florida Womens
Hall of Fame in 1998

Judge Davis was also well known
for her extensive activities in
various bar and protessional
organizations. After holding
numerous offices in the National
Association for Women Lawyers,
she became its President in 1965-

66. She served almost continuotsly
from 1967 until 1981w 1the
American Bar Association’s House

ol Delegates, and she is the onby
woman to have received the ABA Vellows
50-Year Award as a lawyer who, during
more than 50 vears of practice, had
“adhered to the highest principles and
traditions in the legal profession.” As
temporary chairwoman, she presided at
the tounding conterence ol the Natoenal
Associauen of Women Judges i 1974
The Miami-1dade FAWL Chapter
recognized her in 1986 as the “Finest
Lxample ol Jurist, Counsclor and Mentor”
and established the Mattie Belle [ravis
Award, which is presented annually 1o
"honor the woman who has done the
maost to promote wormen and the adoun-
istration of justice

hudae Davis cutstanding legal career,
extensive community service, and
nucrons awards warrant recognition
and honor by all She has camed a speaial
place of adoration and honor, however, in
the hearts and minds of Florida's women
lawvers. | have told the story many times
She was a lounding member of FAW] m

1951, served as President in 1957-38 and

was FAW s Historan lor ke What
needs ta be stressed now, as we reflect
upon her accomplishments, s that Judge
avis did not simply jain FAWL, move
up the ladder o become President, and
move on to other venues. No. Judge
Davis made a liletime commitment to
FANW, and, in doing so, she has mflu-
circed generatons ol women fawyvers in
[1orida.

As Tendeavored 1o compose a fitting
tabute to ludee Davis, it occurred to me
that a collection of the thoughts and
comments ol those who have lelt her
imfluence would be best. [ <olicited
commaoits brom AW Presidents and
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other intluental women Lvwyers and 1
offer their thoughts w honor the memory
ol FAYW s onc and only, Judge Matne

Belle Davis

DINITA L. JAMES,
FAWL PRESIDENT 2003-04:
“The important roles and contributions
ol women olten are omitted from the
history books. Judge Davis single-
handedly assured that such an omissjon
would not sccur for women lawyvers in
[Flomda, Fwas so honored o be present
when the FAWT history was unveiled i
Miam m January as a giftfrom Judge
Davis 1o all FAWL members. My personal
copy. awographed by ludge Davis that
day, always will be one of my most
treasured possessions.”

JUDGE ROSEMARY BARKETT,
UNITED STATES COURT OF
APPEALS, ELEVENTH CIRCUIT:
"Someone once said that we all stand
upon the shoulders of others when we
succeed atanything, and | think that
canuot be more true than in the case ol
Satue Belle Davis and wemen in the
legal profession. | will not belabor the
obvious: that Mattic Belle was a pioneer
as a lawyer and as a judge. that she not
only set an example but also contribuied
directly o individuals and the prafession
by her proneer work in organizations like
associations of women lawyers and
women dges. Flowever, she did much
more. She was a constant support to all ol
us because she never guit and hecanse she
took such ])|camm‘ and jov in the
accomplishments of others 1 ler constant
presence at all of the events that dealt
with women i the profession, even when
she became ill, was an inspiration 1o
anvone that might be tempted 1o give up
on a project or a cause. will never forget
her generosity and genuine joy when |
was appointed o the Supreme Court of
Flonda. The best accolade we can give is
L mntate Soo | ke others who she
teuched will continue to trv 1o always
emulate her commirment and 2CNCrous

spirit”

EDITH G. OSMAN,
PAST PRESIDENT 1989-90:

To me, Mattie Belle was not a mentor,
that was probably carlicr in time for her,
but <he was a symbol, cvor present,
encouraging us to alwavs keep women
lawvers in the forefront She frequently
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ook pretures of miy many swearing-ins
and shared them with me lawer. She
relished my winning the Honda Bar
Presidency—she could not have been

prouder—a fact that she shared with me

frequently. lor the Dade FAWL prosi-
dents, she was at every meeting and |
think she was at everv State 1AW
meeting, too. | er devouon to FAW] and
1o the achievements of women lawwvers

was boundless

BARBARA A. EAGAN,
PAST PRESIDENT 2000-01:

“l commenced practice in Miami in
1988 and al the urging of a partner in my
firm, became a member of Dade-FAWL
and, thus, FAWL. At each and every
meeting, this fabulous older woman
would appear At times she would address
the group and
share herinsight,
That woman was
ludge Mattie
Belle Davis. As a
new attorney, |
was so mpressed
that this person
had been a judge
in Dade County
when there were
hardly any other wormen lawyers, much
less women judges. | learned that she
actually read the law and apprenticed
rather than attending law school to
become a lawyer. Her history fascinated
me. Through all the vears that [ was
mvolved with Dade-FAWL, CFAWL and
[-ANW]

than a handlul of meetings. She was our

| do net think she missed more

teacher and our inspiration. | greatly miss
her presence.”

JUSTICE BARBARA J. PARIENTE,
FLORIDA SUPREME COURT:
“There never was a statewide meeting
ol FAW]. where | did not see Mattie Belle
Davis” smiling face. To me, Judge Davis
represented all women judges, all women
Jawwvers, and the essence of FAW] She
always had a kind and appreciative word
for me. That kindness and special smile is
something that I will niss - and | know

we will all miss”

FORMER U.S. ATTORNEY
GENERAL JANET RENO:

“When [ irst appeared before her,
Mattie Belle Davis was a stern judge who
demanded the best of all lawyers who

appearcd belore her Fned o he doubly
prepared when ['was in her Court. In the
pracess, | learned that behind that grave
countenance was a warn caring person
who did so much to help me and so many
others become hetter lawvers, She Blazed
atrail for s

JUDGE OF COMPENSATION
CLAIMS JUDITH A. BRECHNER,
PAST PRESIDENT 1974-76:

T st met Matue Belle Davis at a legal
sorority meceting to wiich Twas mvited as
a freshman law stident at the Umiversity
of Miamiin 1961, 1 remember so clearly
how strongly she supported women in
the prolession. She was a constant source
of encouragement throughout the years.
We reveled in her achievements and she
in ours. When [ started law school there
were 6 women in the freshman class and
only 10in the entire law school. When |
graduated there were only 2 of uslefum
my class. [t was important w have a
person of Mattie Belles aclhevements,
who had earned the greatest respect from
her judicial colleagues and the legal
profession in general, on our side. She
was a terrific mainstay ¢f FAWL, When |
was FAWL President 01971 76), much
had improved prolesaonally for women
since the 60 but there was still a long
way 10 oo and Mattie Belle was always
there Her work in FAWL and in other
argamzations paved the wav lor the
PosIve recognition and respect womaen

lwvers enjoy Loday”

SIOBHAN HELENE SHEA,
PAST PRESIDENT 2002-03:
“The first time | met Judge Mattie Belle
[Yavis was at a oud-vear State FAWL
meeting in Miami Judge Davis stayed
alter the luncheon for a board meeting
and told the beard members that she was
working on a publicauon of the history
ol FAWI]. | had been working on Palm
Beach County FAW LS history and Judge
Davis encouraged me 1o document the
chapters hestory and to send her what-
ever wrote. | remember being impressed
that Judge Davis was attending the State
FAWL. meetimgs and was active as an
historian and member of the organiza-
tion. She was both charming and
energetic. That was in 1996, As | became
maore active in State FAWL, Judge Davis
was less present over the next seven
vears, due to her health. Flowever
whatever challenges she faced thev did
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not ~top ludge Davis e vaveling all
the way (o Orlando o help commeme
rate FAW s fitticth birthday at the
Annual Mecting in 2001 Then in 2002,
Judge Davis traveled up o the annual
meeting im Boca Raton woreceve the
Litetume Acluevement Award which we
hegan i her honor. Frnally, due o the
relentless work of Wendy Loquasto
Judge Dawis A History of FAWL wa
released at the mid-year meering
lanuary 2003, As President of FAW! i
had the honor of presenting Judae Davis
with a bouquet of tlowers and propesing
4 champagne woast. Judge Davis provided
us not only with the enduring gift of
FANCT 5 History, which she composed and
publishied vn her own initiative, but with
the guidance and leadership of her active
AN membership, and tor which we are
cternally grateful. We were lucky to have
ludue Dawis’ faithful triend, Henrietta
Biscoce, ever present as a travel compan-
ion and active AW member, at all these
cvents. fudge Davis was always friendly
and cager to help FAWL. i vou read the
history, itis inspiring how active she was
im tormung FAWL, representing us
statewide, nationally and internationally,
and how devoted she was 1o educatine
the public, lawyers, and judges about
equality and the law”

LESLIE REICIN STEIN,
PAST PRESIDENT 1991-92:

“I had the honor of working with
Natne Betle Davisan the development ot
AW history for our 40th Anniversary
Party. I was fascinating to hear her
stories about the early days of practicing
law in Florida and the challenges she and
her collcagues encountered. She was
imdeed a great and memorable woman
and an inspiration to all young lawyers
She will be greatly missed.”

SUSAN W. FOX,

PAST PRESIDENT 2001-02:
“Tudge Davis' lite set an example. She

showed that a single lite well lived can

intluence the world around her She also

showed that by joiming with other hike-

minded people, we can change the world

With Judge Davis among us for over 50
vears, FAWL had a living witness o the
inequalities that inspired its creation,
Judge Davis also had the unique foreagzht
to peserve the history ot the arganiza-
uon that would otherwise have been lost.
She novonly brought our history 1o e,

o

) P i

.
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she kept our reason tor being alive for us
Fven in parting, she made sure the
memaorntes did not die with her, but Tefous
the history ook as her final gife”

HENRIETTA S. BISCOE,
ASSISTANT FAWL HISTORIAN:
“Although Mattie Belle was olten heard
1o say she just drifted along through life
it remains that she helped many others
steer a steady course to achievement and
success, and she was alwavs so very
provd ol the accomplishiments of FAW]

and s members

JUDGE GILL A. FREEMAN,
PAST PRESIDENT 1984-85:
“Being involved with FAWL always
nivolved ladge Mawe Belle Davis, She
was alwaves there and there was every-
where, She loved 1o see us succeed. She
encouraged us always to push the
envelope and open doers for ourselves
and those who were to lollow. In the
mid- to late 805 swhen | became maost
active in AW | not only attended
statewide tlunctions of all types, but | also
attended meetings of the American Bai
Association, National Association for
Women Lawyers, National Association
tor Women Business Owners, as well as
the Business Professianal Women's
Organization. ludge Mattic Belle Davis
was alwavs there, Not only was she there,
but she was usually a past president or
occupicd some other revered utle, What |
remember most about Judge Davis was
one special, particular day when Justice
Barkeu was being invested as the first
waman qustiee ol the Honda Supreme
Court. Judge Sandy Karlan ani | went
not only to celebrate Justice Barketts
imvestiture, but also to take the nccasion

A

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT. President Susan Fox presented
the maugural FAWL Lifetme Achievement Award to Judge Mattie

Belle Davis at the annual meeting m Boca Raton, "I recogmtion of
Lifelong Dedication Towards the Success of Women Lawyers w the

Lo lobby the Jusbices to create
Ceendder Bras Study Comnus-

ston OF course, we were not

PY

jadues at the time; inlact we
were harely more than yvouna
lawvers We met up with Tudgc
Davis, who as | previously
mcnlmncd, Wes J|\\'ay‘> l|u‘|'v

W hen she heard of aur imission,
she ok us in tow, went 1o
cach and every lustices ofhee,
mvraduced us and told the

Iustice 1o listen 1o what we had
Lo sav. [Uwas quite an introduc -
ton and an entrance that
neither of us would have had.
but for her takimg us It was
very clear that the Justices all knew and
respected her enovgh to extend to us the
courtesy ot the mterview. [t was not unul
two years later that we were able o
accomplish the farmation of the Florida
Supreme Caurt Gender Bias Comnission,
bt our very first eltoni was made possible
by her active support and aifirmative
action.”

JUDGE MAURA T. SMITH,
PAST PRESIDENT 1987-88:
“Tudge Davis was the living history ot
FAWIL. She hrequently honored us with
her presence at lunches and meetngs and
wave perspective and class o all our
gatherings. Fvery time | saw her |
understood that what we were dommg was
important.”

JUDGE ANNE E'DEL

DEACON FENYVESSY,

PAST PRESIDENT 1959-60:
"Judge Davis was a wonderlul role

model, whom | admired very much ™

ADELE T. WEAVER,
PAST PRESIDENT 1967-68:
“When | was President of FAWL | had
alrcady known Mattie Belle for some 15
to 20 vears. She had asked me to be her
Iditor of the Women's | aw louarnal
during her term as President. Therelore
we worked together frequentdy and from
her | gained my perspective ol what
FAW L was all about. So | ured o msull
the fove of the law and the prolession in
all voung women law students, and o the
public in general . | was a good friend of
NMattie Belle's; we traveled together many
times, We went 1o Canada lor an ABA
conventien, and alterwards we drove
along the St Lawrence River and through
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FLORIDA ASOCIATION FOR
~ WOMEN LAWYERS

ndge [aviss A History of FAW! was

released au the mid-year meeting m
Ianuary 2003 "ludge Davis provided us
not onlv with the enduring gift ol
FAW's hustory, which she compased
and published on her own imtiauve
Past President Shiohan Shea wrote, “but
witly the gwidance and leadership of her
active FAW! mcbership, and tor

which we are cwernally grateful.” -

the Fastern Provimees Woe also went (o

I Tawan together fanother ABA ¢ onven-
tion) and to many meetings across the
state of Florida. Now for the personal
side of Mattie Belle: She had a sense ol
humor When we traveled in the state of
Horida, she insisted on using her car. But
I had 1o driive, and as | drove she read
the newspaper. Her reading consisted of
glancing at cach page and as she saw
something interesting, she tore out the
article and dropped it on the iloor for
future reading. Eventually, there was a
pile of clippings on the Hoor. Once,
while [ was driving cast on Alligator
Alley from the west coast of Florida
there suddenly was a terrible nowse from
the car Starded, Fawtomacally pulled
my foot off the gas pedal and looked at
her, but she didn't look up-she just kept
on ‘reading.” Now the car went along
smoothly, so | regained my speed. There
was no traffic and the highwav was
meant for ‘cruising.” Suddenly chis
terrihble noise occurred agaim. This tme |
screamed, ‘Matue Belle, theres some-
thing wrong with this car’ Without
looking up, she dryly remarked, Perhaps
yvou were speeding.” [t then dawned on
me she had installed a speed device so
that she would never be caught speed-
ing! About a month before her death |

went to a Zonta luncheon in honar of
Mattie Belle, but she wasn't there—she
was ill. So | called her that day and wold
her | was coming to visit her the next
day. | brought her the luncheon pro-
gram, showing on the front the heading,

In honor of MATTIF BELIF DAVIS

She smiled. aid, Adele” and closed her
cyes again. Adcer chatting with her
Inend, Henrietta Biscoe, | kissed
Mattie Belle goodbye and leit, knowing
that was the last time | would see her

alive”

DEBRA WEISS GOODSTONE,
PAST PRESIDENT 1982-83:

What can you say

That hasn't been said

Mattie Belle is now gone

But her dreams aren't dead

She led through example

A beacon of light

With each first she hurdled

An invisible fight

A model of justice

A model of care

Her handprints and vision

Are lett everywhere

So for generations thau follow

The road that she paved

Mayv her legacy be carved there

And her memory be saved ®



